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stones of Germans and Italians in Ceuta and Melilla, a
question you will no doubt like to investigate while you
are here *
At last an aide-de-camp came in with papers The
time had come for me to go. I had been with His Ex-
cellency for over an hour, and though I have met him
since on several occasions^ once under rather informal
conditions, I shall never forget this first reception. I
came away certain General Franco was represented by
a man of outstanding ability Quick, clever, tempera-
mental, highly strung and imaginative., he fascinated
me, and I understood why the Moors, who above all
other races can tell a man's quality, had followed him
without hesitation
In the afternoon I motored to Ceuta, & presidio with a
good harbour belonging to Spain On the way the car
passed the Foreign Legion barracks, but the Legion
was in the fighting hue, and a large number of men
drilling by the seashore turned out to be, not Italians,
but young recruits sent out from Spain to finish their
training amid these peaceful surroundings At Ceuta,
too, Germans and Italians were conspicuous by then-
absence, and I have never at anytime seen any, with the
exception of two Italian officers of the Legion, com-
mercial air pilots, and German sailors, whose ship
had anchored in the roads, ashore for a day's excursion
Indeed, it is hard to understand what possible use
foreign troops in Morocco could be to the Nationalists,
who badly need such reinforcements at the front, and
the idea of landing them at Ceuta and then trans-
shipping them seems perfectly ludicrous when there is
no reason whatsoever why they should not proceed
direct to Cadiz in the first instance.